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‘Living as Brothers
and Sisters’
A Lenten journey through Pope Francis’
Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti
By Nancy Singh

2020 was an unusual year in every way. Though unable to host an annual bazaar, the committee still managed to net $3,962 for the parish.
We owe those involved a heart-felt THANK YOU for all their work.
(Above) Fr. Francis draws the winning tickets for the raffle prizes. Congratulations to the Bazaar Raffle Winners: Michael LeBlanc – Quilt;
Mary Kay Head - $500; Nancy Delozier - $250; Kathy Vogt - $250;
Ronald & Nancy Baker - $250; and Pegi Georgeson - $150.

Lent begins Wednesday, Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday schedule

7:00 a.m. Mass with distribution of ashes
12:10 p.m. prayer service with distribution of ashes
1:00 to 5:30 p.m. Adoration and Benediction
4:30 to 5:15 p.m. Reconciliation
5:30 p.m. bilingual Mass with distribution of ashes

Collection of palms

All are invited to bring blessed palms back to church so that they may
be burned to be made into the ashes used on Ash Wednesday. Baskets
for the collection of the palms will be in the church from Feb. 6-14.

Stations of the Cross

Stations will be prayed on Fridays during Lent at 5 p.m., prior to the
5:30 Mass, beginning on Feb. 19. On Good Friday, April 2, Stations
will be at noon.

Although it’s hard to believe, especially since it
feels like Lent never ended last year with so many
crises affecting our country at once, this year’s Lenten Season is approaching quickly (Feb.17 is Ash
Wednesday). Thus, as Catholics, we will be asking
ourselves the usual age-old question, “What should I
do for Lent this year?”
“Should I give up something? Should I do something positive?”
Perhaps the answer is both of these. Perhaps
God’s inviting you to give-up some of your time on
Tuesday evenings and to join us as we grow together
spiritually through study, prayer, and faith sharing.
We will use Pope Francis’ newest Encyclical Letter,
Fratelli Tutti, as our guide.
Under the patronage of St. Francis of Assisi, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis’ latest addition to the
Church’s teachings on Social Justice, challenges us to
genuinely live as Brothers and Sisters in a loving and
responsible way to one another. We’ll explore what it
means to be part of one, universal family and how
that dictates our thoughts and actions.
As with Pope Francis’ other encyclicals, Fratelli
Tutti is very approachable to a wide audience of readers, both Catholic and members of other faiths. It is
an easy read while still being a very thoughtprovoking one, especially in light of the pandemic
and other issues currently affecting us locally and
internationally. Praying and reflecting on it will help
each of us to bring the Gospel into our everyday lives
more concretely. With Pope Francis’ words and the
Holy Spirit leading us, we’ll share with one another
our own faith journeys and the struggles we encounter individually and as a Church to build the Kingdom of God in our midst.
For those ready to accept God’s invitation to
journey with us this Lent, we will begin meeting
via Zoom on Tuesday, Feb. 23 from 7-8:30 p.m.
and every Tuesday afterwards for the next seven
weeks. Sr. Francine Koehler, SSND along with
Continued on page 4
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Renee I. (Bruns) Horton 1954 - 2021
Renee I. Horton, age 66, of
Curryville, Mo. passed away
at 5:38 a.m. Friday, Jan. 8,
2021, at the Harry S. Truman
Memorial Veterans' Hospital
in Columbia. Renee was the
daughter of parishioner Jean
Haislip.
Funeral services were held
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 16,
2021 at Waters Funeral Home
in Vandalia. Father Francis
Doyle officiated. Burial with
full military honors provided
by the United States Marines
and American Legion Post
#510 of Laddonia, Mo. were
held at the Vandalia Cemetery
following the service.
A visitation celebrating the
life of Renee I. Horton was
held from 5-8 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 15, 2021 at the Waters
Funeral Home.
Renee was born on Oct. 6,
1954, in East St. Louis, Illinois the daughter of Jean
(Stevensmeyer) Haislip.
Survivors include her
mother; two sons, Ronnie
(Rhiannion) Woods of Mexico, Mo. and Jack (Shannon)
Woods of Vandalia, Mo.; one
brother, Jack Bruns, Jr. of Columbia, Mo.; two grandsons,
Zachary Woods and JeanAdyh
Rich; two granddaughters,
Chloe Rich and Taylor Davis;
and one great-grandson, Julian
Miller.
Renee attended high school
at Montgomery City High
School and honorably served
in the United States Marines
from 1972 to 1974. Renee was
a hard worker and was committed to her community. After returning from her military
service she worked at Harbison Walker Brick Plant. She
then became a police officer

and dispatcher for the City of
Vandalia, EMT for the VanFar Ambulance District, and
then a Jailer and Deputy for
the Audrain Sheriff's Office.
After leaving the Sheriff's Office, she worked at NARCO
until it closed. Renee owned
Horton Kennels. She was also
a Bail Bondsman for Woods
Bonding and best known for
doing tax preparation for
H&R Block in Louisiana, Mo.
Renee loved playing with her
dogs and rescuing animals.
She also enjoyed eating Mexican food, hunting, dirt track
racing, old cars (especially her
son Ronnie's 55 Chevy Bel
Air), but nothing brought her
more joy in life then spending
time with her two sons, her
grandson and her great grandson "little man".
Pallbearers were Rodney
Martin, Ryan Robnett, Kendall Groves, Craig Roden,
Barry White and Jordan Jones
Memorial contributions
may be made to the donors
choice, in care of Waters Funeral Home.
Online condolences may be
made to the family and video
tribute viewed on Renee's memorial page at
www.watersfuneral.com
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Eternal Rest
Ann Elizabeth Hansen 1925 - 2020
Ann Elizabeth (Hauptman)
Hansen passed away Dec. 6,
2020, because of COVID-19.
She was born in Bloomington,
Illinois, on Aug. 9, 1925, to
Joseph and Mary (Kemmerle)
Hauptman. She graduated
from Bloomington High
School in 1942, which was
where she met her future husband, George Hansen. They
were married after the war on
Nov. 24, 1945.
During World War II, Ann
performed volunteer clerical
services for McClean County.
When Ann and George
moved to Lincoln, Nebraska,
in 1947, she worked as a
bookkeeper for J.C. Penney
and Gooch Milling and Elevator Co. until 1959, when the
Hansens moved to Columbia.
They soon became Missouri Tiger fans. Ann and her
husband were longtime MU
football and basketball season
ticket holders. She was an ardent women’s gymnastics fan
during the program’s first season in the late 1990s and religiously attended all their
meets through the years. Five
years or so later, Ann was recognized by the program,
where she was accompanied
onto the floor during a meet
and was given long-stem roses
for her faithful attendance and
allegiance. She was most
proud of this.
Ann was a prolific bowler,
played golf, loved to fish at
Bennett Springs and, elsewhere, was a flower arranger
at her nephew’s flower shop
during the holidays, went to
coin shows with her husband,
took care of the finances when
the family operated Tiger Tee
Driving Range starting in the
late 1960s, was a Boone
County Hospital candy striper
and worked part time for 19
years as a Stephens College
cashier in the book store.
She was an enthusiastic
doll collector; her collection
once amassed a little over 500
dolls. Being a homemaker and

health prevented her from attending. Father Francis Doyle
officiated at a graveside service on Saturday, Jan. 9, at
Memorial Park Cemetery.
Condolences can be extended online at Parker-

Millard Funeral Home. In lieu
of flowers, contributions are
requested to The Food Bank
for Central & Northeast Missouri.

James Lee Singleton 1939-2020

a mother to her three sons
brought much joy to Ann.
Christmas and Missouri football games were joyous occasions to her.
Sadly, macular degeneration struck Ann where reading
and puzzles were no longer
doable. During the latter part
of her years, she was legally
blind, suffered hearing loss,
was on oxygen 24/7, was in a
wheelchair and experienced
dementia. She expected not to
live past age 90. Yet, through
it all, Ann had an indomitable
spirit to live with joy, humor
and a desire to treat others
with care and respect.
Ann and George were married 71 years when his life
ended February 2017. Her
youngest son, Michael Joseph,
died in 2004.
Ann is survived by son
George (Marie) Hansen, Holly
Lake Ranch, Texas; son Mark
(Marsha) Hansen, Boonville,
Missouri; granddaughter Liberty (Doug) Kuschel and sons
Oliver, Logan and Grayson,
Winfield, Missouri; grandson
Ben (Elle) Hansen, Atlanta,
Georgia; plus three granddaughters, Theresa (John), Nina, Joann (Hap); along with
many great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandsons, all
from Texas.
Ann was an active member
of Sacred Heart until her

James Lee Singleton, 81 of
Columbia, died Thursday,
Dec. 24, 2020 at home.
There will be a private
family service held at a later
date.
James was born Feb. 14,
1939 in Dyess, Ark., the son
of James Vernon Singleton
and Glenna Gamel Singleton
Feuers.
James married his high
school sweetheart, Mary
Kathleen on Oct. 8, 1960 at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Slater, Mo.
Along with his wife Kathy,
James is survived by his
daughters Susan SingletonLaw husband Craig, of Colorado Springs, Colo., Cindy
Laffey and husband Kevin of
Stilwell, Kan., Cheryl Kroll
and husband Dan of Shawnee,
Kan., grandchildren Cole
Hanna of Clarksville, Tenn.,
Brooke Hanna of Stilwell,
Kan., Katie Donell of Gardner, Kan., Lane Laffey of
Olathe, Kan., Evan Kroll of
Kansas City, Mo., and stepbrother Danny Feuers of Corvallis, Mont.
He was preceded in death
by his parents and sister, Jo
Anne Finneran.
James attended and graduated from Slater High School
in 1957. He went on to have a
long career managing grocery
stores including Safeway and
Nowell’s grocery located
throughout Missouri in Fulton, Marshall and Columbia.
His strong management style
had a positive impact on many
future leaders, businesspersons and entrepreneurs before
his retirement in 1997.
James had a passion for
fast cars and enjoyed his Cor-

vettes along with his favorite
Shelby GT 500 signed by Carroll Shelby. He also enjoyed
collecting art, refurbished
John Deer Tractors, Military
and Fighter Jet Aircraft model
planes, Lionel train sets and
engines, and St. Louis Cardinal BobbleHeads.
James loved the mountains
and journeyed out west to
Colorado every year.
Memorial donations are
suggested to Sacred Heart
Catholic Church Building and
Maintenance Fund and may
be sent in care of FentonKendrick Funeral Home 104
S. Collier St. Centralia, MO
65240. Online condolences
may be left at
www.fentonkendrickfh.com.
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Knights of Columbus Council 14414

Peron “Butch” Johnson 1947 - 2021

The Sacred Heart Knights of Columbus Council #14414
held an online business meeting Dec. 16 and a combination inperson and online business meeting Jan. 20. Members will
serve in ministerial roles at the 11 a.m. Mass Jan. 30 for Fifth
Sunday observance. The Handyman Ministry performed a
small plumbing and home repair project for a parish family in
January.
Coming Up
Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday
Feb. 17
Business Meeting (Details TBA)
March 5 & 12 Lenten Fish Fries – Mark your calendar!
They will be carryout meals rather than sit-down dinners due
to virus concerns.
For information or to join Council 14414, contact David
Rapoff (573) 864-1068; davidrapoff@gmail.com or Steve Sutter (573/489-6001; steves42868@gmail.com).

Peron “Butch” Johnson, 73,
of Champaign, Illinois, passed
away January 19, 2021, at
Carle Hospital, Urbana, Ill.
He was born on October
16, 1947, in Champaign, to
Richard and Eleanor (Dickey)
Johnson. His three sisters,
Barb (Don) Holmes, Sue
(Murray) Watkins, and Kitty
(Bill) Baker (Bill is still with
us, of Deer Lodge, Montana),
also preceded him in death.
Surviving are his wife Judy
Johnson of Champaign, Ill.,
three daughters, Danelle
(George) Hnatiw of Scarsdale,
New York, Lisa (John) Gadbury, and Sheila (Toby)
Drollinger, both of Champaign, Ill.; four grandchildren,
Nicole, Hailey, Sydney, and
Samantha of Champaign, Ill.;
seven nieces, Sue Sphar of
Peoria, Ill., Janna McCommon
of Mattoon, Ill., Missy (Scott)
Henslee of Beebe, Ark., Kitty
(Tony) Keener of Enterprise,
Ala, Karen (Matt) Butler of
Hilliard, Ohio, Diana (Mike)
Scott of Live Oak, Texas, and
Anne (James) Baker of South
Jordan, Utah; three nephews,
Michael (Linda) Watkins of
Hilliard, Ohio; Mark (Tina)
Watkins of Galena, Ohio, and
Matthew (Patty) Watkins of
Grove City, Ohio; and a multitude of grandnieces/nephews
and great grandnieces/
nephews who loved being at
the cabin with Butch, especially Gianni, who was up at
the cabin with him almost
every year.
After Butch served in the
U.S. Navy during the Vietnam
War, he held a variety of positions in law enforcement.
Butch retired as a Capital Investigator for the Public Defender’s Office in Columbia,
Mo.
Butch enjoyed spending
summers at his cabin on the
lake in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, cooking for groups
and taking care of the deer,
chipmunks, hummingbirds,
and loons that visited the cabin. Butch had a great wit and

Fratelli Tutti
had lots of stories to tell. He
was an avid Green Bay Packers fan with a work ethic that
was unmatched by anyone.
Although stubborn, Butch had
a heart of gold and was always
there to help family and
friends.
Butch’s loved ones plan to
have a memorial on the lake
later this summer in his honor.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made
to the Wounded Warrior Project or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
In addition, the family
would be grateful for any kind
words, stories, or photos of
Butch that his family or
friends would like to share.
Online condolences may be
offered to the family at
www.HeathandVaughn.com.
Editor’s note: those of us
at Sacred Heart who knew
and loved Butch remember all
the grounds work he provided
to the parish, and the ‘Cents
of Decency’ collections he ran
to collect money to support St.
Francis House. It was this collection that inspired the
‘Poor’ envelope that we use
today. We were so sorry to see
him move back to the cabin he
loved when he retired, but
wished him the best always.
May he now enjoy eternal
peace.

Continued from page 1

Nancy Singh will be the formators for this Adult Ed class.
Everyone is welcome!
Fratelli Tutti can be found at www.vatican.va under Encyclicals. We will be using a study guide on Fratelli Tutti from
23rd Publications for our discussions. It will be available in
the Church Office for those who sign-up for the class.
For more information and to receive the Zoom link, please
contact Nancy Singh at singh_nancy@yahoo.com or email Sr.
Francine at srfrancine@sacredheart-church.org.

Knights of Columbus
Council 14414
Handyman Ministry
If you need help with projects around the home
or in the yard, call Rick Clawson at (573) 491-3399
or email rlclawson1950@gmail.com
Payment is not required, but donations are
accepted by the council and are used to support the parish.

Join us!
Catholic gentlemen 18 years and older are invited to
join the Knights of Columbus, Sacred Heart Council
14414. The Knights stand for the four principles of
our Order: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. If you
want to be of service to your church and community, please
consider the Knights.
For more information, contact:
Steve Sutter - (573) 474-6227 or steves42868@gmail.com
David Rapoff - (573) 864-1068 or davidrapoff@gmail.com
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Parish School of Religion News

OLL Interparish School News
By Chris Drury

By Becky Allen and Terese Zidon, 2nd Grade PSR Catechists

Hello Everyone,
In second-grade PSR, we’re still rolling! We are meeting
through Zoom every other week and we have 3 students:
Evan, Jack and Shaine.
Here’s a picture of us in our “class”: Top Row: Terese Zidon, Becky Allen; Middle Row: Jack and Shaine; Bottom
Row: Evan
We are almost ready for our First Reconciliation. The students are working very hard towards this! Please pray for us
that we may welcome this Sacrament into our hearts.
After we make our First Reconciliation, we will begin preparing for the next Sacrament: First Communion. We should
finish these lessons by April and the students then will be able
to schedule their reception of First Communion. You may see
them at a Mass this spring!

Giving Tree Recap
Thank you to everyone who donated money to sponsor gifts and meals and for donating time to shop for
and deliver gifts to the VAC drop off site. Your generosity helped to make this season brighter for 13 families in
need. Additional gift cards were received and those
were donated to St. Francis House Homeless Shelter
providing the opportunity to purchase much needed necessities.
One Of A Kind
Remodeling

Our history of:

and home improvements from
Columbia ’ s oldest and most
reliable remodeling firm.
VISIT US AT www.naugleco.com
OR JUST Google “ Gary Naugle”
• Additions
• Roofing
• Concrete
• Conversions

• Windows
• Foundations
• Kitchens
• Siding

• Waterproofing
• Baths
• Decks
• Repair

50 years experience in
home building and remodeling; with a “ can do
for you ” attitude, and
thousands of satisfied
customer references.

Call today!
474-9444

Gives you:
assurance of clever design, durable crafting,
high value, reasonable prices, long-term
satisfaction, and a warranty you can count on.

Finally, what we have all been looking forward to has finally happened, the 2021 year has arrived! While we all realize the challenges that 2020 presented to us, it
also brought us many great blessings. It is important to remember those blessings like, more
family time, more dinners together, car rides to
look at Christmas lights, and other fun activities.
We are so proud of how everyone has worked
together to keep OLLIS in seat. As we begin
2021, we will take time to set new goals. As a staff, our goal
is to finish this school year in seat. January 12th we will be
halfway through our school year.
As the possibility of a vaccine is looming in the future,
we want to remind our families that we need to finish strong.
It is important to continue to wear our masks and follow all
the safety protocol OLLIS has put into place. Remember if
your child is showing any symptoms, they need to stay
home. A fever is NOT always present with COVID.
Please know that while we love the advantages of virtual
learning, it is important not to let the pandemic change everything. OLLIS will still have snow days if the weather
is inclement. We will NOT do virtual learning on snow days.
However, if we have more than two snow days in a row, we
will begin virtual learning on day three.
The end of this month, we will celebrate Catholic Schools
Week.

Friday, January 29
∙ All School Mass led by 8th Grade to kickoff CSW
Sunday, January 31 Celebrate Your Parish
∙ Attend Mass virtually with your family
∙ View a short video of inside our classrooms
Monday, February 1 Celebrate Your Community
∙ 6 LOCAL charities will be presented to our K-8 students
via a virtual presentation by our 7/8 Grade students. K-8 students will view the videos, go home and discuss the charities
with their parents. Students will decide which of the charities they want to support. K-8 students can bring $1 - $3 to
donate to a charity of their choice. The donation will allow
them a dress down day on Tuesday. They should bring their
money on Tuesday after they discuss the charities at home.
We want students to experience limited resources and evaluating choice, so we are limiting them to $1 - $3.
∙ We will start our Minute to Win It tournament. A trivia
question will be read over the intercom every morning and
classes will have the chance to submit an answer.
Tuesday, February 2 Celebrate Your Students/100th
Day ∙ 100th day of school. Students will get a special treat
to celebrate our 100th day of school. ∙ Dress down day.
Jeans/sweats and shirt of choice (Non-uniform policy applies however we are allowing sweatpants).
Wednesday, February 3 Celebrate Your Nation
∙ Students will do one of three activities depending
on grade level. The three activities are: ⬥ Write notes
to Veterans
Continued on page 6
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OLL Interparish School News
Continued from page 5

⬥ Make valentines for Veterans
⬥ Collect items for care boxes for Veterans
Thursday, February 4 Celebrate Your Vocations
∙ Students will watch a vocations video from Fr.
Clark, Assistant Director of Vocations for the Diocese
of Jefferson City.
∙ Students will have a virtual activity with their buddy
class.
Friday, February 5 Celebrate Your Staff & Volunteers
∙ Students will write notes to volunteers.
∙ Souper Bowl Day – Dress down day. Students who
bring a can of soup for the Food Bank may wear their favorite team shirt and jeans.
∙ Minute to Win It Finals Faculty vs. 8th Grade
∙ 6th – 8th Grade students will write notes for a staff kindness
jar.
Saturday, February 6 Celebrate Your Families
∙ We know that during the COVID-19 pandemic, we
have had much more immediate family time than prior to
the pandemic. Take some time to make a family list of
things that you have been able to do as a family for which
you are grateful. Bring a copy of your gratitude list
to school on Monday to share with your teacher.
Pot O’Gold Auction
The annual Pot O' Gold Auction will be on Saturday,
March 13, 2021. The event will be held virtually this year.

Social Concerns
By Barbara Head, Chair

The Commission has not
met as a group since last
March when
COVID invaded
our way of life;
however, there
have been many
ongoing activities.
Many of you continued to
support families at Christmas
through the Giving Tree. To
those who contributed with
gift cards for meals or gifts, or
helped shop for items, your
generosity helped make the
season brighter for many in
our community.
The Room at the Inn is still
operating. This year it is
housed at the Unitarian Universalist Church and the old
Eastwood Motel location. The
church can accommodate 35
guests. The motel rooms are
used to house those who test
positive for Covid-19, or are
more susceptible to the virus.

Guests at the church are given
sack suppers when they arrive
in the evening, and then are
given breakfast items when
they leave in the morning.
Volunteers are still needed.
Some of our parishioners have
been helping out. There are
areas where volunteers are
needed where there is no interaction with guests.
These include laundry
transport and meal prep. The
shelter can always use donated supplies. Pre-packaged
food items and other supplies
can be dropped off at the Eastwood Motel. Items always
needed include peanut butter,
jelly, bread, snack cracker
sandwiches, coffee, paper
towels, napkins, mayo and
mustard packets, sugar and
creamer packets, fruit cups,
cookies, meat sticks, men and
women’s hygiene products.
And your donations
Continued on page 8

Tolton High School News
Important Dates
School and athletic activities are on the school calendar
which can be accessed on the
website
www.toltoncatholic.org.
January 31-February 6 —
Catholic Schools Week
February 4 — Q&A with
Dr. Everett
February 15 — No School
- President's Day
February 19 — No School
- Professional Development
Tolton Catholic Celebrates 10 Years (2011-2021)
With the turn of the calendar, Fr. Tolton Catholic High
School reaches a special milestone - the school's 10-year
anniversary! There have been
so many things to celebrate
over our first 10 years... our
first graduating classes, the
establishment of Tolton traditions, beloved Chaplains, the
elimination of our debt, state
athletic championships, successful young alumni... there
are too many blessings to list!
Thanks to each and every
one of you for the role you've
played in helping Tolton reach
this milestone! School and
diocesan leadership are committed to the success of the
Trailblazer community and
look forward to continued
partnership with you as we
embark on our second decade
together! God is good, all the
time!
Catholic Schools Week
Day of Giving
Tolton Catholic is pleased
to once again participate in
Many Gifts, One Nation: A
Day of Giving to Catholic
Schools. This year's nationwide event is scheduled for
February 2, 2021, 8 a.m. to
February 3, 2021, 8 a.m.,
Thanks to the generous support of donors during last
year's campaign, we were able
to raise $9,173 in 24 hours,
which allowed us to purchase
several items from the teachers' wish lists. More information to come about how
you can support Tolton Catho-

lic on the Day of Giving
Bring a water bottle!
Blazers: Want to help the
school save money? Want to
do your part for our Godgiven Earth? Please bring a
refillable water bottle to
school! The office gives out a
case of water bottles every
two days to students who don't
have a refillable bottle. This
is expensive and wasteful!
We ask parents to please remind their students to bring a
bottle and refill it.
Q&A with Dr. Everett
This is an opportunity to
come visit in small groups
with Dr. Everett. No agenda or
set topic - just come with your
questions or feedback... or
simply to get better acquainted. Friendly reminder to bring
your mask; plan to gather in
the Tolton Library where social distancing can be easily
maintained. https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0D4CAFA82CA6FD0monthly
Coaching Openings
Tolton Catholic is currently
seeking to hire both a Head
Boys Soccer Coach and a
Head Boys Tennis Coach.
Interested applicants are
asked to submit a letter of interest and current resume with
experience related to coaching
and organizing a high school
program to Gary Link at
glink@toltoncatholic.org
AND Brenda Neuhaus at
bneuhaus@toltoncatholic.org.
New Face at Tolton
Yvan Quinn is our new
teacher for Algebra II, Honors
Geometry, and dual-credit
Statistics. He received his
bachelor’s degrees in Mathematics and Physics from Stanford University and is excited
to share his love of learning
with his students.
Before joining Tolton,
Yvan was head of information
technology at Goal Oriented
Continued on page 7
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Tolton
Continued from page 6

Academics and Learning Sciences
in Los Altos, CA. In his spare
time, he enjoys scaling cliffs, getting lost deep in the wilderness,
and hurtling down snow-capped
mountains with his feet strapped to
flimsy bits of plastic.
12th Annual Tolton Golf
Classic
Save the date for Monday, May
3 to play in the 12th Annual Tolton
Catholic Golf Classic! This year's
tournament will be played at Country Club of Missouri. All proceeds
from the event benefit Tolton
Catholic's tuition assistance fund.
Registration will be available soon.
For more information, contact
Laura Sasser at
lsasser@toltoncatholic.org.

Life Teen News
By Chris Bonderer, Life Teen Intern

CoMo Life Teen is back for the second
semester of school! Most of the month was
spent waiting for all friends and family to
crawl out of homes and into the light.
Something like a hibernation for the whole
community. The first night back was something out of a dream with new faces, returning faces, and lots of love from the
group to Jesus. This semester is going to be
one that will be remembered for a long
time. Not just because of the pandemic, but
because people are extraordinary, and authentic selves shine in Christian community.
There are some wonderful series and
talks to look forward to during the year,
starting with an “Our Times” series to address some of the heavier topics that this
generation has faced. Starting with SpirituTeens participate in a recent Life Night.
al Warfare, the core team will be hosting
with everything we have and love each othsome wonderful speakers to share love
er with that same zeal. What a great way to
through Christian friendship and in the
respond to His sacrifice and redemption for
midst of intense national tension. We’ve
been given a mission by Jesus to love God Continued on page 10
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Social Concerns
Continued from page 6

through the “poor” envelope
allows us as a parish to continue financial support to
Love, Inc, Voluntary Action
Center, St. Vincent de Paul,
and the Food Bank.
We recently received
the following note from St.
Vincent de Paul.
The volunteers at the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
(SVDP) would like to thank
all of our generous donors at
Sacred Heart Church who
helped us assist the poor this
past year. During 2020 the
helpline (573-424-1022) was
only closed 4 weekdays due to
lack of funds, which is exceptional.
Here are just some of the
charitable acts SVDP was able
to accomplish because of your
generosity: buy groceries and
get water turned on for a 64year-old man recovering from
colon cancer, pay rent for a
young waitress turning her life
around from drugs and working to earn custody of her two
boys, split rent with Love INC
for a mother whose hours at
work were reduced due to
COVID, and pay rent for a 40year-old felon whose only income was $100/week from
donating plasma. These neighbors in need were all VERY
grateful for your help.

Our bank account is down
to $9,000 but thankfully,
many people are receiving
stimulus checks in January. If
you wish to donate, make
checks to SVDP and mail to
the parish office at Our Lady
of Lourdes, 903 Bernadette,
65203. May the peace of the
Christ Child surround you this
Christmas season!
Joanne Slama, President of
SVDP at OLL
joanne.slama@gmail.com
SVDP Yearly Summary:
Calls returned, 1059; Households helped, 743; Adults
helped, 968; Children helped,
820; Utilities paid, $77,600 in
2020 vs $54,800 in 2019;
Lodging, $8,900 in 2020 vs
$$3,400 in 2019; Rent,
$91,700 in 2020 vs $44,000 in
2019; Total assistance,
$190,000 in 2020 vs $109,000
in 2019.
As noted from SVDP, you
may send your donation directly to them, or continue to
use the “poor” envelope for
your donation. This money
continues to be split between
these very worthy organizations who have the ability and
manpower to help those most
in need in our community.

Sacred Heart Cares
A project of the Health Ministry committee offering support
to parishioners who are homebound or have related needs. If
you or a family member need assistance, e-mail sacredheartcares@gmail.com or call Glenda Kelly at 573-443-3976 or
Johanna Bishop at 573-356-4053 or complete the following
form and mail to Sacred Heart Cares, 105 Waugh, Columbia,
MO 65201
Examples of available support includes:
Help with meals
Transportation to medical visits
Help with errands or grocery shopping
Social visits
Requests for prayers
Name:
Phone:

Parish Council
By Ron Meyer, Council President

The meeting started with an opening prayer. The November
minutes were approved without revision.
On behalf of the Knights of Columbus, Ron asked
if there was anything the Knights could do to assist the parish. Three items were discussed. One
was to replace the wooden fence behind the activity building. This would be in conjunction with the
new retaining wall and metal fencing. They could
also assist with the landscaping project in the spring. Finally,
Father Francis asked if each Knight could contact one or two
parishioners that they haven’t seen for a while and just say
“hello”, ask how they were doing and if there was anything
they could do to help them. This information will be taken to
the Knight’s meeting next week.
All four of last year’s council candidates have agreed to run
again this year. The election is held in March of each year.
The council will review the options for any voting procedures
at next month’s meeting. Father also said that four potential
youth representatives had been identified. He will ask each of
them for some information that can be reviewed at the next
meeting.
24 niches have been sold for the columbarium. The retaining wall has been completed around the memorial garden. The
metal fence has been ordered and will be installed upon its
arrival. The handicap ramp from the sidewalk to the columbarium foundation has been partially poured and should be completed shortly. Also, repair work has been started on the downspout on the north side of the church by the stairs. Finally, we
will be discussing options for fund raising for all the work being completed with the columbarium and memorial garden.
It was suggested that a letter from Father Francis be sent to
each household in an effort to reach out to all parishioners,
especially those still unable to attend Mass. It would include
encouragement during these trying times and provide information about what has been going on with the parish. Ron will
draft a letter for Father’s review.
Father Francis said that we had not yet received the discernment report (Better Together program) from the diocese.
This will be reviewed by the council in connection with our
own report. Finally, The Room At The Inn is in need of donations. They can be made at roomattheinncomo.org.
The meeting ended with a prayer led by Father Francis.
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Addressing the climate crisis Continuing the spiritual journey
Wake up thankful

By Miriam Hankins

Just as the Lord proclaimed every seventh day as a day of
rest for the Israelites, the book of Leviticus records that the
Lord told Moses that the land, too, needed a rest
every seventh year. Today, we are beginning to
realize that the oceans need a rest as well.
We are reaching a critical time for our planet.
Far too many people still don’t understand the
scientific data, or worse yet, refuse to believe it.
Carbon dioxide continues to accumulate in the
atmosphere at an alarming rate, and most of this
increase is from human activity, mainly from the burning of
fossil fuels. The oceans have been pulling in vast amounts of
carbon dioxide which has masked the true harm being done to
the planet. It is similar to purchasing on credit for a long period of time; but now the bill is coming due, much sooner than
we had hoped or expected.
Increased amounts of carbon dioxide in the ocean causes
increase acidity of the water. This in turn affects the organisms living in the water. The damage caused by increased
acidity is most evident in coral reef ecosystems. Coral reefs
provide habitat for so many different ocean dwellers plus provide some erosion protection to coastal lands. It is difficult for
coral organisms to build their carbonate structures when the
water is too acidic. Bleaching of vast areas of coral is becoming all too evident.
Shellfish are also affected by this rise in acidity. Large beds
of oysters can die off when the very young cannot form their
shells fast enough. This affects many coastal communities
whose livelihoods depend on the harvest of oysters and other
shellfish.
Temperatures in the ocean are also rising which is causing
some fish species to move to regions of cooler water, either by
migrating northward or by seeking deeper water. More oxygen
is needed by the larger fish species or else they grow very
slowly. There are currents that bring deep water containing
more oxygen to the surface, but this process takes a very long
time.
We are dependent on the health of the ocean. For one thing,
most of the protein that feeds the earth’s population comes
from the sea. Collapse of the fishing populations would be catastrophic. Secondly, when the ocean can no longer pull any
more carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, the gas will build
up even faster in the atmosphere. This in turn will cause global
warming to increase. Up to now, the earth’s climate has vacillated between warm periods and ice ages, a process that takes
thousands of years to happen. However, there is a point of no
return when increased temperatures can no longer be corrected, and runaway greenhouse warming will begin. If that were
to happen, planet Earth may one day resemble planet Venus.
We know from the teachings of the church that we are
stewards of this earth, that we are charged with her care. We
cannot abuse her, extract everything we want from the earth
and leave wanton destruction in its wake. The next few years
will be critical if we are to improve the survival chances of our
descendants. We have already lost valuable time. Great sacrifices will be needed if we are to achieve the necessary goals.
Those who would follow Jesus will recognize that sacrifice for
the sake of others is an act of love.

By Jane E. Rutter

The falling ice and snow sparkle on the trees and grass,
transforming the dull brown of winter into a
jeweled world that lifts my spirits.
I open the church door and slip into a pew,
wanting only to empty my mind of the cares
and worries that clog it. Sitting in the quiet, I
hear God’s whisper: just be. Warmed by the
love that envelopes me, I still the narratives
jumping about in my head and gratefully accept the gift of peace His presence brings.
Lately, the power of giving has shone its light among our
family members. We’ve witnessed their generosity, exhibited
in a variety of ways unique to the giver. Whether financial,
material, one of presence or otherwise, their desire to share
what they have touches my heart. Freely given, without strings
attached or ego, little do they realize the power their giving
holds.
Granted, none of us can declare we are free from the
pull of self-interest, the urge to control, or to be right. We fight
the bonds of “I want, I deserve, I know” throughout our lives.
The popular excuse, “I’m only human”, comes to mind. Sadly,
it misses the point that our lives are a journey to holiness.
In fact, our journeys often begin as a search for love and
acceptance. Paradoxically, we find the latter by giving up our
wants and desires. Focused on others we find ourselves at the
foot of the cross with Jesus. Giving to and serving others, we
free ourselves from the shackles of depression and self-doubt
to experience the Christian joy that defies logic. A joy that
wipes away the awful sting of unworthiness, resentment, and
jealousy that attacks us when we justify ourselves as “only human”.
Seeing through the lens of giftedness and thankfulness, we
free ourselves from fear and insecurity to open our hearts to
love and serve. We hear St. Paul’s words to “stir into flame the
gift of God…” and strive for a spirit of “…power and love and
self-control.” (1 Tim 1:8)
Stirring a flame to produce fire is a process, as is our lives.
The fire of gift and thankfulness sparks exponentially every
time we smile at someone; speak a kind word; spend time with
another; share a meal; shovel a driveway; and on-and-on in
little and grand ways.
If we take anything into this new year of 2021, let it be the
recognition that beauty abounds in the darkness, and joy
breathes in the air. We do live in a jeweled world that sparkles
with God’s presence.
And so I pray: Dear Lord, we raise our voices to you in
thankfulness for another day to serve you. We boldly ask you
to stir into flame the gifts you have given us to share. Fill us
with your illogical joy!
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Ounce of Prevention
A Message from the Tri Parish and
Sacred Heart health ministries
By Sarah Eber

Do you need Information about the COVID Vaccine???
How does the vaccine work?
website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EXmFtcrkhfI
When/How do I get the vaccine in Boone County?
https://www.como.gov/covidvaccine/
click on Sign Up for Updates
I want more information about the vaccine.
https://covidvaccine.mo.gov/facts/
Is it morally acceptable for Catholics to be vaccinated?
https://www/usccb.org/moral-considerations-covidvaccines
Summary Statement from US Catholic Bishops-November 30, 2020:
“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the
lack of availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna
are sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their remote
connection to morally compromised cell lines.
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the other members of our
community. In this way, being vaccinated safely against
COVID-19 should be considered an act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common
good.”
I would like to talk with someone about the vaccine.
Contact (Sarah Eber csveber@sbcglobal.net 660-349-8881)

“Living As Brothers and Sisters”

A Lenten Journey Through Pope Francis’
Encyclical Fratelli Tutti
Who: Anyone wanting to deepen their faith
What: Adult Ed Faith Sharing Opportunity
during Lent
When: Tues. Evenings from 7:00pm8:30pm via Zoom
Where: Anywhere there’s an internet connection for Zoom
Why: Each person needs to answer that for
themself
How: Contact Nancy Singh at
singh_nancy@yahoo.com for more info and
to sign-up to receive the Zoom link

Needed: Garden coordinator
There is a need for someone to coordinate the care and upkeep of the raised planting beds in front of the Education
Building. Some of the spots are still in the process of being
built. Ideally, we would like to find a family who could raise
produce for their own needs. Other ideas might be to plant
flowers as a pollinator garden. Spring will be here soon so we
need to get started. Please respond by text to Miriam Hankins
(573-529-1597) or email Mirmann@aol.com.

Life Teen
Continued from page 7

us!!
Life Nights are every Sunday; we’re hoping to be in
person for as long as we safely can, and we would love to
see new faces! Contact Renee
Molner for more information:
renee.molner@comonewman.
org
The Newman Center and
Sacred Heart Confirmation
program is halfway through!
We’ve heard some great talks
about the purpose and reality

of Confirmation, wisdom on
prayer, and a Q&A session
with people living out different vocations for advice on
discernment! The program
will be coming to a close this
semester in a few months, so
only a few more classes to go!
The teens have been AMAZING to become friends with.
Their Confirmation is going to
be a beautiful moment for all
who’ve had the opportunity
and gift to see them grow into
their faith as adults.
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Wit and Wisdom
from G. K.

"Children need to be taught primarily the grandeur of the whole world. It
is merely the whole world that needs to be taught the grandeur of children.” – The Speaker, Nov. 24, 1900
"A literary man who cannot see that a baby is marvelous could not see that
anything was marvelous.”– Illustrated London News, March 7, 1931

Chesterton

"As the Christ Child could be hidden from Herod, so the child unborn is
still hidden from the omniscient oppressor…and they seek his life to take
it away. Abortion is…the mutilation of womanhood and the massacre of
men unborn.” – Eugenics and Other Evils
“It may be that we resist evil in vain; but we do not mend it by calling evil good.” – New Witness, Dec.
13, 1917
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105 WAUGH STREET
COLUMBIA, MO 65201
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SPARE A DIME?”
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