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Celebrating
the Triduum
By Mary Kay Head

The summit of the Liturgical Year is
the Easter Triduum — from the evening
of Holy Thursday to the
evening of Easter Sunday.
Though chronologically
three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding
for us the unity of Christ's
Paschal Mystery.
As Christians we prepare
for this event with the 40 days of Lent,
which is noted with fasting, prayer, and
alms giving.
The single celebration of the Triduum
marks the end of the Lenten season, and
leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of
the Lord at the Easter Vigil. The liturgical
services that take place during the Triduum are: Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord's
Supper: Good Friday of the Lord's Passion; and Mass of the Resurrection of the
Lord.
The Holy Thursday Mass includes
unique additions. There is the reception of
the holy oils. These have been blessed by
the Bishop at the Chrism Mass and are
carried up in procession to be placed in a
suitable location in the sanctuary. They
are: Oil of the Sick, which is used for the
healing of body, mind, and soul; Oil of
Catechumens, which is used for the
anointing of those preparing for Baptism;
and Holy Chrism, a mixture of olive oil
and perfume. It is used to anoint infants
after Baptism, those who are to be confirmed, Bishops and Priests at their Ordination, and altars and churches at the time
of their dedication.
Another addition is the washing of the
feet. This symbolizes what Christ did at
the Last Supper, when he washed the feet
of his disciples. Jesus explained to them
that as ‘master’ he washed their feet, and
‘that as I have done, you should also do.’
After Communion there is the transfer

Msgr. Greg and Deacon Bill wash parishioners’ feet during Holy Thursday Mass.
See more photos from Sacred Heart’s Triduum celebrations on Pages 11-12.

of the Most Blessed Sacrament. It is carried through the church in procession,
then placed in an altar of repose, thus
leaving the tabernacle empty.
Good Friday is the only day of the entire year when no Mass is celebrated anywhere in the world. Instead, there is the
Liturgy of the Word, including the reading of the Lord’s passion. Next are the
solemn intercessions, where we pray for
the Church, our Pope, all the faithful, the
catechumens, the unity of Christians, the
Jews, the unbelievers, those in public office and those in tribulation. Next is adoration of the cross, and then reception of
Holy Communion. On this day we may
also reflect on the last words Jesus spoke
as he hung from the cross. He said,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do”; “today you will be with
me in paradise”; “Woman, behold your
son…behold your mother:” “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken me;” “I
thirst;” “It is finished;” “Father, into your

hands I commend my spirit.” These are
words worth contemplating, remembering
what Jesus suffered to offer salvation to
us.
The Easter Vigil Mass is my favorite
of the year. Though longer than any other
Mass, the time seems to pass quickly with
all that is involved. It begins with the
blessing of the new fire and the preparation of the Easter Candle, then the procession of the candle into the church as we
recognize Christ as the light of the world,
and light our own candles from this new
fire. There is the singing of the Exsultet,
which is a hymn of praise sung at the
blessing of the paschal candle on Easter
eve. Then the readings. There are seven
total (but not all are always read). These
tell the story of our history, beginning
with the creation of the world, to Abraham, to Moses, to Isaiah to Baruch and to
Ezekiel. After the homily the Baptismal
water was blessed and those who have
Continued on page 3
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May 15

May 16
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May 21
May 22
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May 24
May 25
May 26
May 27
May 28

May 29
May 30
May 31

Liam Boss, Doris Crites, Patrick Kelly, Julia Lacy,
Ruben Ramirez, Delaney St Omer
Carly Bownan, Jeanne Szkolka
Kyle Richardson, Carmen Slattery, Collin Westbrook
Rachel Alvarez, Amy Anderson, Bart CuddiheeBarner, Terry Haupt, Abigail Hernandez, Julian
Ramos, John Singh, Carolyn Steinmetz, Lizbeth
Vazguez
Elise Best, Roman Timmerman, Theresa Timmerman, Erik Uribe, Jeannette Uribe Hdez
Jack Baugher, Raelene Head, Sarah Hodapp, Monica Pfeffer, Steve Pratte, Anthony Uribe, Dan
Westbrook
Darleen Bell-Mayfield, Ann Devoy, Apolinar Herrera, Zabdiel Loredo, Maxina Rosas, Altagracia
Sontos
Cheryl Johnson, Annalynn Ortiz
Devin Duran, Merryn Kosiara, Seth Schelich
Amanda Anderson, Sandra Garcia, Martin Mendez,
Mireya Murrieta, Nery Ortega, Richard Troth
Juan Lopez-Valdivia, Charles Ochoa, David
Whelan
Timothy Mayhan, Michael Meyers, Susan Schaefer
Justin Borgmann, Arthur Clark, Grace Fisher,
Madelynn Harvey, Annette Kobriger
Kelly Hernandez
Andria Burns, Alexandra Cadwell, Michelle
Cokerham, Kathleen Pitzer, Marigrace Powers,
Jordan Rapoff, Vanessa Rogel
Robert Borst, Freddy Ocampo, Tim OpitzAbramovitz
Alexander Baldovinos, Dionne Bates, Bronson
Even, Nicole Nelson, Angie Priesmeyer, Alejandro
Rogel
Elsa Dickerson, James Evans, Greta Frymire, Emma Schulte
Dennis Bernhardt, Douglas Whitworth
Amira Beck, John Brothers, Laura Korte, Marcus
Wade
Sandra Favela, Erika Fitch, Charlotte Ortiz
Derek Anderson, Alan Anz, Gerard Hoke, Mathias
Miller-Wilson, Ivan Ocampo, Deanna Thies, William Vradenburg
Jude Henley, Braeden Kahl, Norma Mendoza, Jacob Pilger
Megan Kelley, Emily Mayhan, Aidan Ogle, Andrew Vradenburg
Judy Bryant, Carlos Delgado, George Nickolaus,
Connie Sutter
Frank Cunningham, Juan Huaracha, William Robinson, Pat Turner, Amanda Wiley
Alex LaBrunerie, Bulus Mayom, Alfred Pinho,
Marchea Sarrazin
Reece Borst, Ann Doherty, Christine Harvey, Ruby
Hernandez, Robby Lammers, Pedro Meza, Raymond St Omer, Baujo Tuwambe, Daniel Widhalm,
Joshua Womack
Julia Mendez, Kevin Politte, John Shrum, Ireland
Watson
Finn Even, Justin Rapoff, Jacquelina Valdovinos
Sofia Garcia Guendolain, Joyce Holland

Eternal Rest
Jerome Bennett Crites 1926 – 2022
Jerome Bennett Crites, Sr. passed away peacefully at the
age of 96 on April 4, 2022. A Mass celebrating his life and
faith was held April 7, 2022 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
followed by interment with military honors at Holy Cross
Cemetery.
Jerry was preceded in death by his loving wife of 75 years,
Mildred Janet Lewis Crites. He is survived by his four sons,
Jerome B. “Jerry” Crites, Jr.; Steven L. Crites; Kenneth G.
Crites; and Richard E. Crites. While he earned many names
over the years, the name he seemed to cherish most was being
“Paa” to his nine grandchildren, their spouses, and his fourteen great-grandchildren. Paa brought great happiness and joy
to those third and fourth generation children who remained a
part of his life. In addition to his immediate family, Jerry is
also survived by his brother David Crites of Missouri, sister
Judy Crites Brashear of Arkansas, and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Known as Jerome to his Missouri family, but Jerry to his
family and friends in Charleston, SC, he was born January 9,
1926 in Ancell, Missouri, the third oldest of ten children, to
the late Elmer Dale Crites and Dorothy Katherine Grojean
Crites.
Jerry was a member of the “Greatest Generation”, as Tom
Brokaw coined the phrase, but he earned every distinction associated with being a part of that cohort of young men who
came of age during this time. A fierce patriot, Jerry enlisted in
the United States Navy in 1943 at the age of 17 because it was
the right thing to do. Whether Jerry forged his parents’ signature so he could enlist early, or he actually had one sign on his
behalf, was a matter of unsettled family history. Jerry served
in the South Pacific Theatre during World War II aboard the
USS Conway, a Fletcher class destroyer. He was called back
to service during the Korean Conflict and again served in the
Pacific, this time aboard the USS Joyce, an Edsall class destroyer escort. After his Navy service, Jerry went on to work
at, and later retire from, the Charleston Naval Shipyard as a
planner and estimator.
Jerry was an avid card player, with poker being his game of
choice. Even at 95 years old, and only playing a quarter a
hand, Jerry would more often than not leave an afternoon of
poker besting friends twenty years his junior with five or six
dollars in his pocket.
Jerry was an active member of several fraternal organizations over the years. He was a devout Catholic and longtime
member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, where he was active
in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and was also a 4th Degree Knight in the Knights of Columbus.
Jerry will be remembered for his humility, sense of humor,
an ever-present smile, his infectious laugh, his not to worry
attitude, and his deep love of life, country, family and faith.
The family would like to express their great admiration and
thanks to Jeannie Parks for all of the care, compassion, and
love she provided Jerry during his last few months. The family
asks that memorials be made to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
1695 Raoul Wallenberg Boulevard, Charleston, SC 29407.

Heart of the Matter ▪ May 2022 ▪ Page 3

Triduum

Knights of Columbus Council

Continued from page 1

The Sacred Heart Knights of Columbus Council #14414
held our social meeting April 6 at the Sacred Heart Lenten
Soup Supper and our dinner and business meeting April 20 in
the Activity Building. The April 8 fish fry at Tolton High
School served 355 meals. The two fish fries combined to net
about $7,000. (Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
event!) Council members worked April 2 and 3 on the church
grounds – trimming, planting, and laying down mulch in the
various beds around church, the rectory, and in the memorial
garden.
Coming Up
May 4
Social Meeting (Location TBA), 6:23 p.m.
May 13
Vocations Dinner at the Knights Hall on Stadium Blvd., 6 p.m.; tickets are $25 per person
and can be obtained in the church office or
through David Rapoff
May 14/15 Baby Bottle Campaign after the weekend
Masses to support ultrasound machines across
Missouri
May 15
Pancake Breakfast after the 8:30 a.m. Mass
May 18
Dinner and Business Meeting, 6:23 p.m., Activity Building; election of officers for the up
coming fraternal year will take place at the
meeting
May 28
Fifth Sunday Ministries at the 4:30 p.m. Mass
June 7
Officers Induction Ceremony at 6 p.m. at the
KC Hall on Stadium Blvd.
For information or to join Council 14414, contact Dave
Rapoff (573/864-1068; davidrapoff@gmail.com) or Steve Sutter (573/489-6001; steves42868@gmail.com).

Deacon Bill leads the procession during the Holy Thursday
Mass. See Pages 11-12 for more photos from the Triduum
celebrations.

chosen to join our faith were called forward. Five were Baptized, four others made a Profession of Faith, and all nine were
Confirmed. It was a truly blessed event to experience. We renewed our Baptismal promises and were sprinkled with Holy
Water.
This was followed by the Liturgy of the Eucharist, then another special Baptism. Two of the newly Baptized were a married couple who had their infant daughter Baptized.
After all of this Sacred Heart provides a reception for all to
enjoy. It is an opportunity to welcome the new Catholics to
our faith as well as a time to enjoy food and drink and fellowship.
You may have participated in some of the Triduum but
were unable to make it to all. If so, I truly hope you have the
opportunity to experience all three days in the future. You will
not be disappointed.
Heart of the Matter
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Pastor: Msgr. Greg Higley
Editor: Mary Kay Head
Layout Editor: Katherine Cummins
Send comments to: jhead2403@aol.com
or 105 Waugh St., Columbia, MO 65201
Articles in Heart of the Matter that address Church teachings or
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Knights of Columbus
Council 14414
Handyman Ministry
If you need help with projects around the home
or in the yard, call Rick Clawson at (573) 491-3399
or email rlclawson1950@gmail.com
Payment is not required, but donations are
accepted by the council and are used to support the parish.

Join us!
Catholic gentlemen 18 years and older are invited to
join the Knights of Columbus, Sacred Heart Council
14414. The Knights stand for the four principles of
our Order: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. If you
want to be of service to your church and community, please
consider the Knights.
For more information, contact:
Steve Sutter - (573) 474-6227 or steves42868@gmail.com
David Rapoff - (573) 864-1068 or davidrapoff@gmail.com
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From the Pastor
This is a special month for many
young people and their parents and other
family members. I am
speaking of those who are
receiving the Sacraments
of Holy Communion and
Confirmation, and those
who are graduating from
various levels of education. Congratulations to all
of our young people in the wake of their
achievements. Spiritually I encourage
them to continue to seek out the company
of Jesus in Holy Communion weekly
throughout the rest of their lives. Receiving Jesus in Holy Communion weekly
does not make us perfect, but simply by
being inside of us, He makes us think, and
He helps us to make better decisions regarding what is right verses what is

wrong. When we are away from Jesus for
a long time, we lose our sense of direction
because He is the best compass we could
ever have when it comes to navigating our
way through the many entanglements of
life.
In like manner, Jesus sends us His Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation
with seven very important gifts to help
with our decision-making and choices:
wisdom, knowledge, understanding,
counsel, courage, piety, and reverence for
God. As youth and as older adults, we can
benefit from any one or all of those spiritual gifts if we simply let the Holy Spirit
guide us with them.
And then there are those who are graduating!! We wish them all the best going
into their next stage in life. Be assured of
our prayers. And I encourage them to not

Easter Bunny delivers ‘Easter crack’
By Miriam Hankins

Not to be outdone by Santa
Claus, the Easter Bunny made
sure the Spring Bake Sale,
held the weekend of April 2-3,
had plenty of candy crack to
sell, so there was no repeat of
the embarrassing brawl that
occurred last December. The
bake sale was highly successful, raising over $1000. The
Christmas bazaar committee
retained a small portion of the
funds to buy supplies for the
next bazaar. The rest was giv-

en to the parish’s general
funds.
The bakers of our parish
generously provided a great
variety of breads, pies, and
cookies. The folks from the
4:30 Saturday Mass made the
most of their opportunity to be
the first in line to purchase
goods, but there was plenty
left for the Sunday morning
parishioners. I am sending a
giant thank you to all who
baked and to all who bought.

forget that powerful spiritual arsenal that
they have which will benefit them a great
deal throughout their pilgrimage of life.
Finally, May is also a very special
month for us as Catholic Christians because we dedicate it to our Heavenly
Mother, Mary. Just as with Jesus and Holy Spirit, the Blessed Mother is always
there for us as a motherly guide who listens to prayers, comforts the sorrowful,
and encourages us in difficult times. We
all know of that very special prayer dedicated to the intercession of Mary, the rosary, which has been recited over and
over by millions during the past thousand
years. Let’s continue that tradition during
this month of May in a special fashion by
saying the rosary a couple times a week,
if not once a day.
God bless you….Msgr. Greg

Liturgy Commission
By Lucas Volkman, Chair

The April liturgy meeting
was held on the 7th in the parish library. After chair Lucas
Volkman
opened with
prayer, the
minutes from
the previous
meeting were approved as
amended.
The focus of the meeting
was the Holy Triduum and
Easter. We began by going
through Palm Sunday and the
details with the Masses that
weekend. Moving into Holy
Thursday, the Commission
examined the particulars of
that Mass, especially with the
final procession and the prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament following its conclusion. Turning to Good Friday,
the group discussed the English and Spanish Stations of
the Cross and the liturgy of
that important day.

There was still much to be
discussed with the Easter Vigil and Easter. In terms of the
Easter Vigil, a lot of discussion centered around the procession at the beginning of
Mass. We finished by discussing Easter Sunday and the
three Masses on that holiest of
days. Finally, Msgr. Greg reported that the lighting in the
church has been upgraded and
he is still waiting for the replacement of the lights above
the sanctuary. But the parish
mission during Lent was wellattended.
Overall, the Liturgy Commission would like to thank
everyone who participated in
everything with Holy Week
and Easter, as it would not be
possible without this hard
work. Next month, we will
meet on May 12th and discuss
Pentecost and Corpus Christi,
among other things.
Msgr. Greg then closed the
meeting with prayer.

Save the Dates

Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist, a Formed.org video
series, will be shown Sundays, June 5, 12 and 19 at 10am in
the parish office or Mondays, June 6, 13, 20 at 6:30pm in the
parish office. A bonus episode will be shown on Monday,
June 27 at 6:30pm in the parish office.
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Parish School of Religion News
By Maria Cox

Dear Sacred Heart Families,
On behalf of the PSR catechists and volunteers, we thank
you for participating in our program. Some of
you enrolled your children, some of you donated treasure, material, and time; and some of
you supported us in prayer!
The last PSR class will be Sunday, May 1. We
will celebrate with a May Crowning ceremony
at the church, 10:00-10:20am. All parishioners
are invited to join us in the church at 10:00. We
have sent a note to families of students requesting them to bring flowers for this occasion. We will still begin
class at 9:50, then students will process to the church with
flowers to place at the Mary statue. We will then participate in
readings and songs. Students will return to their classrooms to
enjoy a special treat and will be dismissed at the regular time
of 10:50.

Fr. Tolton News
Important Dates
School and athletic activities are on the school calendar
which can be accessed on the
website
www.toltoncatholic.org.
May 2 — Tolton Golf
Classic
May 6 — NO School Professional Development
May 7 — Prom
May 16 — Music Concert
May 20-21 — Final Exams
for Seniors
May 24-26 — Final Exams
for 9-11, school dismissed at
12:15
May 28 — Baccalaureate
Mass and Graduation
Scholar Bowl Advances
to State!

Our Scholar Bowl team
won both of their matches at
Sectionals (330-250 and 280200) to advance to the Final
Four, which will take place on
Friday, May 6 in Columbia!

Senior All Night Party —
Saturday, May 21
The Columbia Senior All
Night Party will take place on
Saturday, May 21 from 11
p.m. to 4:30 a.m. at the Columbia Sports Field House
(4251 Philips Farm Road).
This event is open to ALL
high school seniors in Columbia.
Online Registration is
available. Cost is $35 in advance or $40 at the door.
There will be food, prizes,
games, and a DJ. Scholarships
are available.
IMPORTANT TO NOTE:
A signed waiver is required of
ALL attendees. Attendees under 18 will need a waiver
signed by a parent.
Questions: please email
Kim Nolte –
ks.nolte87@gmail.com

Life Teen
By Renee Molner, Director of Youth Ministry

CoMo Life Teen has finished weekly Life Nights for the
semester, but that doesn’t mean the fun has stopped! High
schoolers (graduating 8th graders-graduating seniors) are welcome to join us for a summer filled with trips, Bible studies,
summer activities, and more! In addition, the middle schoolers
(rising 6th graders through rising 8th graders) are welcome to
join Edge middle school ministry; more information on those
events will be released soon!
There are so many fantastic faith opportunities for our
Catholic youth this summer. Our high schoolers are welcome
to join Life Teen at BCYC Encounter June 17-19 for a weekend with hundreds of other high school Catholics, learning
more about our faith and building community. There are also
diocesan camps offered this summer: Camp Siena for the high
school women and Camp Maccabee for the high school men.
In addition, a new summer camp for junior high students,
Camp Lolek, will also be held. More information and registration for these camps can be found on the diocesan website, on
the CoMo Life Teen Facebook page, or by emailing Renee at
renee.molner@comonewman.org. Sign up to get your spot
now!
Please pray for our Confirmation candidates as they prepare to receive this sacrament on May 8! We’re so proud of
the hard work put into the program and the ways these candidates have grown.
As always, information on how to get involved as a high
school or middle school student is available by finding us on
Facebook or Instagram (@comolifeteen) or by contacting
Renee Molner at renee.molner@comonewman.org. We hope
to see you soon!
Summer Schedule 2022
June 6 — Mini golf and Go Karts at 7 p.m. at Midway Golf &
Games
June 17-19 — BCYC Encounter at Benedictine College
July 6 — A Night on Anxiety and Peace at 7 p.m. at Newman
July 17-21 — Totus Tuus at Newman
July 28 — Souls & Goals/Capture the Flag at 7 p.m. at
Lourdes
August 10 — Bonfire + Movie Night at 7 p.m. at Newman’s
courtyard
September 11 — Fall Kick Off Party

Bible & Breakfast Schedule
Newman courtyard, 10 a.m.
Join us for Bible Study: Ignite
(We’ll provide breakfast and Bibles!)
June 10 — Nicodemus
June 24 — The Sower and the Seeds
July 8 — Following the Good Shepherd
July 22 — Rock and Sand
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For Sacred Heart Youth
“Amen I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.” (Mark 10:13)

Ascended in Heaven but His spirit never left
We celebrate Jesus returning to
heaven forty-days after our Easter. That means He left though…
right? Why would we celebrate
that? Before He returned to heaven, He told his disciples that He
would always be with them. He
was sending His Spirit, noneother than the Holy Spirit, who
would give the disciples power.
Not only would the disciples have
power, but also they were told to
use it to witness to people about
what Jesus taught, so everyone
could be completely with God the
Father and Jesus. That means that
Peter, and John, and all the apostles AND all the people who came
to believe were to be disciples.
Their job was to love God above
all things, and to love each other
as themselves for the love of God.
Jesus told all of them before He
ascended to heaven to encourage
repentance for sins and also forgiving of sins. His message is the
same to us as it was to the disciples that lived with and knew Jesus. We are also His disciples.
The feast of ascension is time to
celebrate that Jesus is with us and
is sending us to do His work.
When the work is done, no matter
how old or young, we will join
Jesus fully in heaven.
Ascension this year is May 26.

(Sarah Eber assembled materials for this page.)
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Faith Formation Commission
By Caroline Andriano, Chair

The mission of the Faith
Formation Commission at Sacred Heart is to provide opportunities for personal and
spiritual growth to live and
share our faith more fully as
Disciples of Christ. Opportunities take many formats,
from providing daily prayer
books during Lent and Advent, offering highlights in the
weekly bulletin about resources available including
Formed.org, to hosting parish
Missions. The Commission is
composed of leaders from
PSR (Maria Cox), Youth/Teen
Ministry (Renee Molner),
RCIA (Deacon Bill), and parishioners interested in bringing more to the parish. We are
led by Msgr. Greg who guides
our vision and ambitions.
During our March meeting
we discussed the Mission with
Fr Tom that wrapped up the
week prior. Special appreciation was given to Doris, Barb
and Pat for the lovely reception they hosted every evening. Faith, fellowship and
food fill the body and soul!
Sacred Heart will host the
next Mission during Advent,

Sacred Heart
Catholic
Community
Foundation

(11/27/22-11/29/22). Sacred
Heart had not hosted a Mission in several years and we
appreciate the energy and replenishing of faith from the
past two Missions.
The next Faith Formation
Commission activity for the
parish will be speaking engagements by Tom Turner
and/or Fr Chuck Tobin in
June. They will speak on the
topics of poverty and immigration. The topics were selected from the 2021 survey
responses members selected
as ones’ they would like to
learn more about. The commission is developing plans
for the event, hoping to include food and two opportunities to attend. One event in the
afternoon and a second the
following morning.
Our next meeting is May
26, 2022 at 6:15pm in the Activity Building library. The
Faith Formation Commission
is open to everyone who has
an interest in collaborating on
ways to make the faith journey more enriching. I’ll save a
seat for you, learn and grow
with me!

Meeting the
long-term purposes
of our parish

Perpetuating Our Faith

To Be An Angel Forever
Write to: The Foundation
PO Box 10263, Columbia, MO 65205-1263

Calling all graduates!
Do you have a son, daughter, niece, nephew or other
relative who is graduating this Spring? If so we’d like
to highlight them in Heart of the Matter. Just send a
photo of the graduate, provide their name, their
parents’ names, where they are graduating from and
what their future plans are. They may be going on to
high school, college, grad school or a job. Any further
information you would like to share would be
appreciated. Just email the photo and info to
jhead2403@aol.com, or you may drop it off at the
parish office. Our graduates deserve recognition for a
job well done, and we’d like to help with that.
One Of A Kind
Remodeling

Our history of:

and home improvements from
Columbia’s oldest and most
reliable remodeling firm.

VISIT US AT www.naugleco.com
OR JUST Google “Gary Naugle”
• Additions
• Roofing
• Concrete
• Conversions

• Windows
• Foundations
• Kitchens
• Siding

• Waterproofing
• Baths
• Decks
• Repair

50 years experience in
home building and remodeling; with a “can do
for you” attitude, and
thousands of satisfied
customer references.

Call today!
474-9444

Gives you:
assurance of clever design, durable crafting,
high value, reasonable prices, long-term
satisfaction, and a warranty you can count on.
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Where is the Church’s
imagination?

Continuing the spiritual journey

By Miriam Hankins

By E. Jane Rutter

Last month I wrote about the movement of the Holy Spirit
within the Church which leads her to ever greater holiness.
The most obvious manifestation of God’s inspiration comes to us through Holy Scripture; but
believing as I do that there is no end to this inspiration, I wonder how it works through the
Church today. Jesus said that His flock knows
the sound of the Shepherd’s voice; but although
I have been straining with all my might, I have
not heard this authentic voice in a very long time
(at least not where I would expect to hear it.)
In the same article, I alluded to some problems the Church
needs to address. I could draw up quite a list, but I will try to
focus on two main topics: the need for more priests, and the
rightful place of women in the Church. I just want to throw
out some ideas of mine, steps that I would take if I were running the show. The clerical hierarchy has made it clear, to
themselves, anyway, why they can or cannot do certain things.
It seems to me that the door was opened widely when Jesus
gave Peter the power of the keys to heaven. It is beyond me
why there seem to be so many obstacles.
I cannot help but think the hierarchy is either reluctant to
do anything that might be construed as a surrender of power,
or else it lacks sufficient faith in the leadership of the Holy
Spirit. It was made abundantly clear in Vatican II’s documents
that the Spirit moves within and throughout the entire body of
faith. The recent move by Pope Francis to hold synodal listening sessions is an opportunity which we, as the faithful, have
never had before. It is an opportunity we cannot pass up.
To get back to my imaginings and the state of the priesthood..... First of all, the celibacy issue. Celibacy is a great and
wondrous gift that allows a person to offer themselves completely to God’s will. Saint Paul would have had all of us be
celibate, but that didn’t work out for everyone. The important
point is that celibacy is a gift, but to make every candidate for
the priesthood submit to that way of living creates immense
problems for the Church. I envision a celibate priesthood of
persons, having the charisms of teaching and preaching, who
are free to travel from parish to parish, if you will, providing
direct messages from the bishop. Such ministers, free from
specific ties to a particular parish, would be free to not only
proclaim the Gospel but also to teach the hard lessons we need
to hear. Resident pastors may not want to risk alienating their
parishioners who provide for their subsistence.
Those who would serve as priests (presiders) in a parish
could be chosen from the community itself. Just as we believe
the pope is chosen by the working of the Holy Spirit, we
should trust in the movement of the Spirit within our own
communities. A parish could have as many presiders as it
deemed necessary, with no limiting factors such as gender or
marital status. Such presiders would not necessarily need the
years of education that a seminary-trained priest would have.
I won’t spend much time on the status of women in the
church only because it gets me riled up too much. I know too
many loving, educated women who, having been denied a
way to respond to the call to service within the Catholic faith,
have left to lead other congregations. This has been a terrible
loss to our community. It is also hard to draw women into the
Continued on page 10

Easter people
The 70-mile per hour winds blew us into town, David having gripped the wheel for most of the eight-hour trip. Unloading our bags from the car, we were relieved to
land and excited to attend my brother Tom’s
surprise retirement party. His was a celebration well-worth the drive. God bless my sisterin-law Linda for planning the event.
Over 100 former and current students, faculty, friends and family members came to honor
him. But what touched me most was hearing
one after the other share how by challenging them to think and
strive for the truth, Tom has brought them closer to Christ,
and forever changed the course of their lives.
As the testimonies continued, the reticent who had decided
beforehand not to get up and say anything, took the mic to
share their sentiments. “I’m not a public speaker, but…” we
heard echoed more than once.
With tears in my eyes, what occurred to me as I listened,
was how little we realize the impact we have on others. How
gathered as community in this room on this first Saturday in
Easter, we were the disciples sharing in the joy of Christ risen
on the cross and present within us!
We too are the disciples whom Jesus commissions “…to
preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead.” (Acts
10:42) Released from all his failings as Jesus’ disciple and
chosen to be the rock on which our church is built, Peter
finally understood that “To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:43)
So, Christ also calls us to be disciples and prophets. Disciples who carry our crosses with Christ, die to sin and receive
the promise of everlasting life. Prophets who unwaveringly
proclaim the truth of Christ risen. Disciples and prophets who
live the joy of Christ’s indwelling Spirit. “We are an Easter
people and Alleluia is our song!” (Saint John Paul II)
Like the first disciples, with all our sins and failings and
life circumstances, God is holding us in His arms, loving us.
Ever faithfully guiding us, spurring us to love Him and one
another. Whether the soldier fighting evil; pregnant woman;
one taken to drink; the angry; proud; impatient; sorrowful;
arrogant; lonely; shunned; cast out, or fearful, we all are beloved children of God, our Father.
Easter people, freed from our past sins and transformed, we
joyfully go forth in love to serve one another.
And so I pray: Dear Lord, lift us up with your love. Bring
us to our knees with the “joy that comes from faith, that grows
through unselfish love, that respects the “fundamental duty of
love of neighbor, without which it would be unbecoming to
speak of Joy.” (Saint John Paul II) Lead us in our next adventure with You!
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Parish Celebrations

Pictured with Deacon Bill Caubet and Monsignor Greg Higley
are Christopher Rodriguez, Zackary Borgmann, Grayson Thomas
Hale, and Sabrina Rosalin Caeli Hammond. They received First
Communion at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at the 11 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, April 24. Christopher is the son of Erick Rodriguez and Veronica Alvarez. Zackary is the son of Justin and Elizabeth Borgmann.
Grayson is the son of Michael Adam and Amanda Sue Hale. And
Sabrina is the daughter of Richard and Kathryn Hammond.

Oliver Reid Young, born in Columbia, MO on March 2, 2022,
is the son of Philip Anthony Young and Kelsey Michelle
(Webster) Young. Oliver was Baptized at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at the 8:30 Mass on Sunday, April 24, 2022. His
godfather is Nicholas Reid Young. Pictured are grandparents
George and Julia Young, big sister Emma, Philip holding Oliver, Kelsey and grandparents Karen and Scott Webster.

Rose Dinehart, daughter of Simon and Karlee Dinehart, received First Communion at Sacred Heart at the
4:30 Mass on Saturday, April 23. Pictured are Karlee,
Rose, brother Martin, and Simon.

We welcome another new member to our Catholic faith. Alfonzo Alvarado San Juan made a Profession of Faith and
was Confirmed at the 1 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday, April
17, 2022. Pictured with Alfonzo are his sponsors, José Tolentino Moreno and Juana Alvarado.

Heart of the Matter ▪ May 2022 ▪ Page 10

OLLIS News
By Chris Drury

This March a new logo was unveiled
for Our Lady of Lourdes Interparish
School (OLLIS). OLLIS has a deep history in our community, and this logo was
created to recognize its history and honor
the great community that supports OLLIS.
OLLIS is grateful for the support it receives from all Columbia parishes and is
honored to provide a Christ-centered
learning community dedicated to the spiritual, intellectual, and moral development
of each child.
OLLIS families are passionate about
the school and students. Our community
is what makes OLLIS so special. The logos and mascot were created by a nationally recognized branding agency who is not
only owned by an alumna, but she oversaw the project.
A logo is supposed to elicit emotion,
and the new icon shows faith, joy and
safety. And as one teacher so creatively
said, "It's the Father, Son and Holy Spirit."
The Cross (Faith): Our Catholic faith
leads our teachers, students and staff in
daily activities, lessons and behavior.
Keeping that sign of our faith in the new
logo was paramount.
The Smile (Joy): OLLIS has a special
relationship with the parish and parishioners. After seeing an aerial image of the
church, she knew how she could incorporate the arch shape into the new design.
The "smile" component has two meanings, the church and joy. And we can all
agree we need more joy in the world.
The Shield (Safety): As parents, grandparents, caretakers and teachers, we all
want OLLIS students to feel safe at
school. Safe emotionally. Safe physically.
Safe academically. Safe to be the person

Imagination
Continued from page 8

fold where they will be treated as secondclass citizens. Our faith communities need
to reflect the society we live in, or else we
will continue to lose the younger generations. There will be no progress as long as
women have no authority in the Church,
and seminarians are trained in a vacuum
devoid of all feminine input.
Ironically, even though I feel women
have been left out in the cold, I also feel
the Church has failed the menfolk. I have
no facts or figures to back me up, but my
instincts and observations tell me that a
household is more prayerful when the fa-

God has created them to be.
The more detailed crest represents the
rich history of the school by including the
Established date of 1960. You will also
see a rose that represents St. Bernadette
which helps link the past to the present
and into the future. And lastly, the agency
created an original tiger for OLLIS. Go
Tigers!

ther and husband is an active leader.
Mothers are probably better at the art of
prayer and ritual because these things
spring from deep within the heart, but the
father’s leadership is essential and adds
that special stamp of approval. Anyone
who has raised children knows that a united front of two parents can make all the
difference in getting children to cooperate. It is difficult to raise a family of faith
when one parent is lukewarm. The
Church could do so much more to help
fathers, training and supporting them with
the tools and resources they need.
When we were unable to attend Mass
due to the pandemic, I suggested to some
that they should celebrate Eucharist at

home with their families. The only response I ever received was a very familiar
“deer in the headlights” look. Everything
stopped for an instant and then restarted
as if I had not made any such suggestion.
I think that a prayerful ritual meal eaten
by the family would have been more
meaningful than watching a Mass on TV.
I realize that my thoughts on the nature
of Eucharist may catch some off-guard,
but I do believe that Jesus is truly present
in the sacrament. It’s just that I think Eucharist might occur in ways we might not
expect. It is being open to the Spirit that
makes all the difference. That’s just me.
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Easter Triduum

Reception of the holy oils during Holy Thursday Mass.

Adoration of the cross on Good Friday.

The lighting of the Easter candle at the start of the Easter
Vigil Mass.

The Profession of Faith at the Easter Vigil Mass
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Easter Triduum

The newly baptized.

Deacon Bill and Msgr. Greg baptize the new faithful during
Easter Vigil Mass.

The reception for the newly initiated after the Easter Vigil
Mass.

Our newest Catholics: (in front, from left to
right) Zachary Ignotz, Michael Sedillo and
Shelley Sedillo; sponsor Sofia Cucar with
Chante Graham, and sponsor Cooper Williams with Mason Murphy. (In back from
left to right) Sayer Auck, sponsor to Zachary; June Kelty and Taylor Kelty, sponsors
to Michael and Shelley; Chloe Swoboda
with her sponsor Trevor McKeone behind
her; sponsor Gretta Sonnenberg with
Maddie Jenkins; and Brooke Lemke with
sponsor Eben Soper.
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The Wit and
Wisdom of
G.K. Chesterton

“On the third day the friends of Christ coming at daybreak to the
place found the grave empty and the stone rolled away. In varying ways they realized the new wonder; but even they hardly realized that the world had died in the night. What they were looking
at was the first day of a new creation, with a new heaven and a
new earth; and in a semblance of the gardener God walked again
in the garden, in the cool not of the evening but the dawn.” – The
Everlasting Man
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SPARE A DIME?”
Just $1 will provide 15 meals
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Central Missouri Food Bank
by calling (573) 474-1020.
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